
Homily Notes for Sunday August 14, 2022, 20th in O.T. 
Jer 38: 4-6, 8-10; Heb 12: 1-4; Lk 12: 49-53   

 

1. Summary: The central theme of today’s readings is that we should courageously live out our religious 
convictions and principles in our lives, as Jeremiah and Jesus did theirs, even if doing so should result in our 
martyrdom or other difficulties. Today I want to set forth the situation of Jeremiah, the words of Jesus, and then 
explain an important destructive error of today, Critical Race Theory.  
 

Scripture lessons: 
2.  Who was Jeremiah? Jeremiah was one of the major prophets of Judah, born of a priestly family about 650 
B.C. near Jerusalem. After the death of the righteous king Josiah in 609 B.C., the old idolatry returned. 
Jeremiah opposed it with all his strength. Arrest, imprisonment, and public disgrace were his lot. Facing the 
threat of Nebuchadnezzar’s army, the Lord told Jeremiah to tell the nation to give in to Babylon in order not to 
be destroyed. But, rather, they cast their lot with the Egyptians. The nation was destroyed and carried into exile. 
But for Jeremiah, his enemies accused him of treason and tried to kill him. Think and feel with me the situation 
of Jeremiah.  

 

“So, they took Jeremiah and threw him into the well of Prince Malchiah in the Court of the Guard, letting him 
down with ropes. There was no water in the well, only mud, and into the mud Jeremiah sank.” 
 

Would we have the faith to be firm in this prophetic tradition? 
  

3. Paul in the second reading challenges the Judeo-Christians to stand firm in their faith in Jesus, ignoring the 
ostracism imposed on them by their own former Jewish community.  This is a passage that highlights the role of 
the treasury of the saints (the great cloud of witnesses that surrounds us). They are to inspire us to “rid ourselves 
of every burden and sin that clings to us and persevere in running the race that lies before us…while keeping 
our eyes focused on Jesus.” A prominent member of that treasury of saints is Jeremiah,  
 

4. Jesus, too, in today’s gospel, preaches the word of God which continues to divide families, a word which 
would lead ultimately to his death.  The fire Jesus brings is the fire of love and the fire of hope.  The disruption, 
division and revolution Jesus and his true followers cause in society by the fire of sacrificial love and the fire of 
justice is necessary to re-set what's fractured, to put right what's dislocated, to cleanse what's infected.  In other 
words, the curative pain caused by Jesus’ preaching is necessary for the establishment of real shalom 
(peace) of God. We must make a decision to follow him or not, to share his "baptism" or not.  This choice can 
result in division, even within families. God’s truth is more important than family unity.   
 

5. A modern day application. The challenge of Critical Race Theory and why it doesn’t work. The goal of 
those promoting this is to destroy our country, its ideals, its Christian foundation and bring us to slavery. 
Luke Rosiak: Race to the Bottom, ch. 6 “Critical Race Theory. Five basic tenets” and Peter Hegseth, Battle for 
the American Mind, ch. 6, “The Straight Line from Critical Theory to Antifa”. 

1. Permanence of Racism. Racism lurks in every situation. People who are “white’ are always “racist” 
and always use their power to oppress others who are not white. No repentance, no resolution. 

2. Whiteness as a way of thinking. Whiteness is not so much “who is white” but “who may be considered 
white.” Outsiders of different ethnic origins who accept “Anglo-American (Christian) norms could be 
considered white. On the other hand, even a black person might not be “politically black” unless they 
subscribe to the “black” ideology. But in any case, anyone who subscribes to the dominant values is 
permanently “racist” and “the oppressor.” 

3. Counter-storytelling is the practice of considering people’s subjective feelings or inventing 
“composite” stories in lieu of verifiable facts, in order to propagate CRT. The transgender theory is an 
example. Another example, CRT claims that all American society is white supremacist, but defines 
“whiteness” not as simply a skin color but anything that is “dominant” or accepted as the “norm.” 
Commonly accepted “practices” such as the scientific method, are “dominant” within the world of 



education. Hence, they are part of the white supremacist society. Hence, mathematics is considered 
“white”. This also includes the entire area of Christian sexual norms. Do you remember several weeks 
ago, the Marxist idea of freedom is being able to rebel against all established norms? What is freedom? 

4. Interest convergence is the theory that whites will only entertain equity initiatives out of their own 
selfishness, not any sense of biblical justice or correctness. 

5. Finally, it is a critique of liberalism. CRT opposes traditional liberal values (Christian) such as 
“colorblindness, the neutrality of the law, and equal opportunity for all.” 

Hegseth gives a lot of historical background to this and shows how it is intractably opposed to Christian values. 
 

6. What is the problem? This way of thinking defines separation but provides no real solution. Does racism 
exist? Of course. Does it exist only in “white” cultures? No. The problem is that CRT denies that all people are 
sinners. It just divides and antagonizes. The difference with Christianity is that we believe in original sin and 
that all people, of every race, are sinners. But we have a solution! Repentance and following the “Word of 
God.” The goal of CRT is to “disrupt.” Our goal is to unify. St. Paul says in Galatians 3:26-28:  

  

“For through faith you are all children of God in Christ Jesus. For all of you who were baptized into Christ have 
clothed yourselves with Christ. There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free person, there is not 
male and female; for you are all one in Christ Jesus.” 
 

7. Is this not our goal? Is this not the unity, fairness, and justice that our Christian faith brings to all the 
peoples of the world? The lives of the proponents of CRT and Black Lives Matter have been remarkably 
corrupt. They reject all the values of the Ten Commandments (see pp. 100-101 of Rosiak for a description of 
the life of “Pastor” Michelle C. Thomas” and how her life embodied lies, cheating, deception and law-breaking! 
 

8. Do we fail to live up to our ideals, both from the Church and the Bible? Yes, we do. But we invite 
ourselves to be corrected, to repent of our errors, and to come back to God. We can be redeemed, and that 
is the foundation of all Christian society, and of the United States in particular. 
 

9. Which kind of person would you want to be? CRT and Black Lives Matter or a committed Christian, 
committed to biblical, traditional Christian values? Which ones work out? 
 

10. This is why I am so passionate about our faith and its values! The Christian way is the only solution to 
the sin of the world. That is why the Marxists, socialists and atheists hate us so much, partly because we call 
them to account for their evil beliefs s and partly because our values lead to happiness, joy, and stability. 
 

11. “What do you think?” Do you believe that the Way of the Lord Jesus is the way of life, happiness, stability 
and prosperity, or is it the way of the secular Marxists, communists, progressives? You cannot go both ways. 
This is why I hope our children will answer our Bishop, when he asks, “Why do you want to be confirmed?” 
that they will respond, “I want to be confirmed to be a soldier of Christ.” Is that the response of all of us who 
are confirmed Catholics here at this time in the Church? Let us keep our eyes open for any signs of CRT and 
Black Lives Matter Movement. 
 

12. Questions: 
1. What is the one decision I should offer up to God at the time of the offering? 
2. What is the one thing God wants me to get out of this Mass to become the better-version-of-myself that  
     He wants? 
3. What are the key insights to Christian living that I need to get clear on in this Sunday message that are  
     so important that I need to teach and discipline my children into becoming? 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Additional reflections: 
1. If no one is ever offended by the quality of our commitment to Christ, then perhaps we are practicing 
“inoffensive Christianity” and are irrelevant to the salvation of the world.   
 

8. What would threaten to break our faith in God? Wouldn’t that experience be enough to break our faith in 
God? Imagine yourself being let down into a well! As you go down, the little ring of light gets smaller and 
smaller. You, like Jeremiah, would be thinking, “Is there any water in the well? Will I drown? Will I starve to 
death slowly?” Then he hit the mud. First he felt it ooze through his toes; then up his legs, perhaps to his waist. 
Then they left him to die. How damming to the Jews to have a gentile rescue the prophet of God. Ebed-Melech, 
the Ethiopian. 
But Jeremiah’s faith was as strong as steel. Later, when he was pulled from the well, he continued to prophesy 
what he knew God wanted him to say. After the final fall of Jerusalem to the Babylonians, he was taken by 
“friends” to Egypt, where, according to an ancient tradition he was murdered. 
 

9. How strong is our faith? This is also the concern of the author of the Letter to the Hebrews. He was writing 
to people who were being persecuted. He was concerned that the early Christians have a faith that was strong, 
trained, tested and disciplined. How can we have such a faith? 
 

Pope Francis said in a recent homily that “There can be no dialogue with the Prince of this World (Lucifer)!” One of the 
consequences of being a follower of Jesus is hatred, it is the hatred of the prince of this world. The world would love that 
which belonged to it. But Jesus has redeemed us from the world. There can be no dialogue with the prince of this world.   

 

Every day and in every Mass let us let Jesus know on whose side we are. The mark of being with Jesus is 
obedience to him and his laws. The mark of being on the side of Satan is disobedience and self-indulgence. 
 

10. There are good reasons for conflict and a lot of bad ones. What might be some bad reasons for conflict? 
     a. Thinking that I can be neutral. 
     b. Thinking that I can follow Jesus and participate in certain acts of sin and evil also.  
     c. I am a hot-head and like to fight over things. 
 

11. What might be some good reasons for conflict? Let us remember that if we are on God’s side, Evil will 
come after us. If we are neutral or on the side of Evil, it will leave us alone for a while, but later it will return in 
a more destructive form. Also remember that the Devil is the Father of Lies, so we cannot trust any promises he 
makes to us.  Story of Yoko Yamimoto in Japan.        
 

14. How strong is our faith? Like steel or like straw? What can we do to grow our faith?      Demo. 
 

15. What are the issues that most need to be prophesized about but would cause the most conflict? 
 

16. A famous hymn states in an elegant fashion the decision that faces us. 
 

1 Once to every man and nation 
Comes the moment to decide, 
In the strife of truth and falsehood, 
For the good or evil side; 
Some great cause, some great decision, 
Offering each the bloom or blight, 
And the choice goes by forever 
Twixt that darkness and that light. 
 

3. By the light of burning martyrs, 
Christ, Thy bleeding feet we track, 
Toiling up new Calvaries ever 
With the cross that turns not back; 
New occasions teach new duties, 
Ancient values test our youth; 
They must upward still and onward, 
Who would keep abreast of truth. 

2. Then to side with truth is noble 
When we share her wretched crust, 
Ere her cause bring fame and profit,  
And ‘tis prosperous to be just; 
Then it is the brave man chooses 
While the coward stands aside. 
Till the multitude make virtue 
Of the faith they had denied. 
 

4 Though the cause of evil prosper, 
Yet the truth alone is strong; 
Tho’ her portion be the scaffold, 
And upon the throne be wrong; 
Yet that scaffold sways the future, 
And behind the dim unknown, 
Standeth God within the shadow, 
Keeping watch above His own.


